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Introduction
Congratulations! You’ve reached the next stage of your education journey.
It’s time to choose your KS4 options.
The subjects that you choose to study for the next two years will be important. They will
form the basis for any further learning you do. Many of our students move on to higher
education when they leave school. The key to further success will be their commitment
to, and enjoyment of, the subjects they study in Year 10 and Year 11. Of course, students
still need to study a broad range of subjects in order not to restrict their further education
and career choices.
You probably feel as though you have only just got used to life at secondary school and
now someone is asking you to choose your IGCSE options. How will you choose what
subjects to study? How will you decide which courses are right for you?
Don’t panic. At Kinabalu International School we will help you to
choose well. The purpose of this booklet and the Y9 Options Evening is
to assist you in making the right decisions.

Don’t Forget…
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What are IGCSEs?
IGCSE stands for International General Certificate of Secondary Education.
IGCSEs are normally 2 year courses. The questions and content of IGCSEs tend
to be more internationally flavoured than the UK based GCSE courses.
Examination board
The school is registered as an approved centre with Cambridge International Examinations
(CIE). Cambridge International Examinations is part of the University of Cambridge. They
prepare school students for life, helping them develop an informed curiosity and a lasting
passion for learning. Their international qualifications are recognised by the world’s best universities and employers, giving students better options in their education and career.
Over 10 000 schools in over 160 countries around the world offer Cambridge qualifications.
Tiers of entry
In some subjects there is only one tier of entry. For these subjects the exam covered grades
from A* to G.
In other subjects candidates sit a different set of papers depending on their tier of entry. For

these subjects there are two tiers of entry – ‘CORE’ and ‘EXTENDED’ with the extended tier
being more demanding. Additional Mathematics is regarded as an extended subject. And candidates can only achieve grades A* to E.

Subject
English Language/ ESL/ Biology/
Chemistry/ Physics

Core Tier

Extended Tier

C to G

A* to E

Additional Mathematics

A* to E

Art & Design/ Business Studies/
Drama/ English Literature/ French/
Geography/ History/ ICT/ Malay/
Music/ PE

A* to G

Please Note:
The final decision for which Tier a student will be entered for is not usually decided until Year
11. This allows all the students to attempt the Extended tier work to see if they feel comfortable working at this level.
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Coursework
Some subjects have a coursework component which will form
a certain percentage of their final overall mark.
Coursework for IGCSE examinations is usually marked internally and moderated externally.
The amount of coursework varies from course to course. Not all of the IGCSE courses do
coursework. Some subjects have alternatives to coursework in the form of an extra examination paper. The subject teachers will decide if the coursework option is suitable or not for
our students.
Coursework is a challenge but can be very rewarding, both in terms of the resulting sense of
achievement of a job well done and in terms of grades. To get the most out of coursework
students need to be organized, and possess a great deal of determination, perseverance and
self-initiative.

Conclusion
At KIS our goal is to provide an enjoyable and satisfying range of qualifications that will suit

the demands of our students. In order to do so we ask that you complete the options form as
soon as possible, so that we can plan effectively for next year.

Mr. Ian Barker

(Head of Key Stage 4)
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The Options at KIS
In KS4 the following subjects are compulsory:

Students will then get to choose five options from the following subjects, one of which must be
a science:
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English Language
Title

Syllabus Number

IGCSE English as a First Language

0500

Why study English?
English is a vital way of communicating in school, in public life and internationally. Literature in English is rich and influential, reflecting the experience of people from many countries and times.
In studying English, students will develop skills in speaking, listening, reading and writing. It enables
them to express themselves creatively and imaginatively, and to communicate with others effectively.
Students learn to become enthusiastic and critical readers of stories, poetry and drama, as well as nonfiction and media texts.
The study of English helps students understand how language works by looking at its patterns, structures and origins. Using this knowledge, pupils can choose and adapt what they say and write in different situations.

Aims
The English course aims:
• develop the ability to communicate clearly, accurately and effectively when speaking and
writing
• learn how to use a wide range of vocabulary, and the correct grammar, spelling and punctuation
• develop a personal style and an awareness of the audience being addressed.
Learners are also encouraged to read widely, both for their own enjoyment and to further their awareness of the ways in which English can be used. Cambridge IGCSE First Language English also develops
more general analysis and communication skills such as synthesis, inference, and the ability to order
facts and present opinions effectively.

The course
This course is designed to develop students’ ability to communicate accurately, appropriately and effectively in speech and writing. Students are encouraged to use relevant vocabulary, to employ correct
grammar, spelling and punctuation, and to display a sense of style and audience.
The specification will help students to understand and respond appropriately to what they see, hear
and experience, and to enjoy the full variety of the English language. All this is achieved through a variety of activities such as writing for particular audiences, role-play, and textual analysis, as well as creative writing.
A study of English will promote personal development and an understanding of people.
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Assessment
English is assessed through one terminal written examination (50% weighting) and a coursework
portfolio (50% weighting).

Paper 2

Component 4

Reading Passages (Extended) - 2 hours

Coursework Portfolio

50% of total marks

50% of total marks.

Candidates answer three questions on two
passages. Passage A will be 650–750 words
long and Passage B will be 550–650 words
long.
This component is set and marked by
Cambridge.
This component is eligible for grades A–E .

Candidates submit three assignments, each of
500–800 words.

Eligible for Grades A*–G on this component.

English and your future
English at IGCSE level is viewed as essential by most employers and for university entrance. Competence in English is indispensable and the skills acquired while studying the course will prove useful in
all areas of life. If you move on to study English in Years 12 and 13 then a wide range of possible career and higher education opportunities will open up for you.

During the English course, you will learn and use a wide variety of transferable skills. These include
writing for a variety of audiences and purposes, responding to written and spoken texts, expressing
informed and independent opinions and identifying and developing the links between different parts
of the subject. These skills are in demand from employers and universities and colleges and are also
valuable in their own right. English Language can be studied as a single subject in higher education or
can be combined with English Literature or a wide variety of other subjects. It could form a good basis for study in any arts-based subject in combination with, for example, history, media studies, philosophy, law, politics or foreign languages. Many students will also use their qualification to go
straight into employment rather than into higher education. A very wide range of occupations is open
to students with an AS or Advanced GCE in English Language. The qualification can lead to further
training in areas such as journalism, the media or the law.

9

English Literature
Title

Syllabus Number

English Literature

0486

Why study English Literature?
The study of literature encourages in-depth reading and understanding, the exploration of writers’
aims and intentions and an imaginative response to what is read and experienced. Students learn to
appreciate the skills and techniques that characterise literature and to develop aesthetic judgments.
Through literature they have an opportunity to explore areas of universal human concern, thus leading to a greater understanding of themselves and others. In writing down their responses, they become
more analytical and learn to communicate accurately, appropriately and effectively.

Aims
The English Literature specification aims to encourage and develop students’ ability to:
• confident in working with information and ideas – their own and those of others
• responsible for themselves, responsive to and respectful of others
• reflective as learners, developing their ability to learn
• innovative and equipped for new and future challenges
• engaged intellectually and socially, ready to make a difference.

The Course
This specification requires students to demonstrate: a close knowledge of texts and the contexts in
which they were written; understanding and appreciation of the craft of the writer; a focused, sensitive, lively and informed personal response to what is read.
Students study three set texts, a play, a selection of short stories and a selection of poems.
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Assessment
English Literature is assessed through two examination papers . Students write two coursework assignments, each of 600-800 words, which accounts for 25% of the marks.
There is a single tier of entry with grades A* to G available.

Component 1

Component 3

Component 5

Poetry and Prose

Drama (Open Text)

Coursework

1 hour 30 minutes

45 minutes

Candidates submit a portfolio
of two assignments (600–1200
words each). Each assignment
should be based on the study of
one complete text.

Candidates answer two questions on two texts: one poetry
and one prose.
There is a choice of two questions (one passage-based and
one essay) on each text.
50%

Candidates answer one question on
one text.
There is a choice of two questions
(one passage-based and one essay)
on each text.

25%

25%

English Literature and your future
English Literature is accepted worldwide as a study in its own right and is of benefit to students in
many ways. For students wishing to study literature at A level, IB level or even university, it is a
sound foundation.
Successful candidates will enhance their reading skills, their critical faculties and their analytical
powers. They will also develop their writing skills to a higher level, becoming familiar with the process of supporting argument with evidence and developing clarity, fluency and precision. These skills
are applicable to a wide range of subjects at more advanced levels of study and English Literature can
be seen as providing a solid foundation of key skills as well as stimulating a hopefully life-long love of
reading and analytical and reflective thinking.
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Mathematics
Title

Syllabus Number

Mathematics (without coursework)

0580

Why study Mathematics?
Mathematics equips pupils with a uniquely powerful set of tools to understand and change the world.
These tools include logical reasoning, problem-solving skills, and the ability to think in abstract ways.
Mathematics is important in everyday life, many forms of employment, science and technology, medicine, the economy, the environment and development, and in public decision-making. Different cultures have contributed to the development and application of mathematics. Today, the subject transcends cultural boundaries and its importance is universally recognised. Mathematics is a creative discipline. It can stimulate moments of pleasure and wonder when a pupil solves a problem for the first
time, discovers a more elegant solution to that problem, or suddenly sees hidden connections.
Aims
Cambridge IGCSE Mathematics is accepted by universities and employers as proof of mathematical
knowledge and understanding. Successful Cambridge IGCSE Mathematics candidates gain lifelong
skills, including:


the development of their mathematical knowledge;



confidence by developing a feel for numbers, patterns and relationships;



an ability to consider and solve problems and present and interpret results;



communication and reason using mathematical concepts;



a solid foundation for further study.

The relationship between the main topic areas of Mathematics and the assessment is set out in the table below.
Number

Algebra

Space &

Statistics &

shape

Probability

Core (Papers 1 & 3)

30–35%

20–25%

30–35%

10–15%

Extended (Papers 2 & 4)

15–20%

35-40%

30–35%

10–15%
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Candidates may follow either the Core curriculum or the Extended curriculum. Candidates aiming for
grades A* to C should follow the Extended curriculum.
All candidates will study the following topics:

Assessment
This specification comprises of two examination papers as detailed below. This course has an allocation of 4 periods per week leading to the award of an IGCSE after two years of study.
Summary of scheme of assessment
Core curriculum

Extended curriculum

Grades available: C-G

Grades available: A*-E

Paper 1 (1 hour) short-answer questions 35%

Paper 2 (1 ½ hours) short-answer
35%
questions

Paper 3 (2 hours) structured questions

Paper 4 (2 ½ hours) structured
questions

65%

65%

Pupils will begin the course at an appropriate level based on performance at KS3 National Curriculum
Tests. In the final year of the course, appropriate exam entry level will be decided upon based on their
performance throughout the course.

Mathematics and your future
Mathematics is seen as an essential qualification by
most employers and for university entrance.
Competence in maths is fundamental for life and the
skills and knowledge obtained are necessary tools used
by many subjects at A-level.

13

Modern Foreign Language
Title

Syllabus Number

IGCSE Foreign Language Malay

0546

IGCSE Foreign Language French

0520

The Ministry of education requires that Malaysian students study IGCSE Malay. Other students have
the option of which language they study unless they are required to do ESL lessons.

Aims of the Course
The study of a Modern Foreign Language will enable students to:


Acquire mutual understanding, a sense of global citizenship and personal fulfillment.



Appreciate different countries, cultures, communities and people.



By making comparisons, they will gain insight into their own language, culture
and society.



Understand and communicate in another language and acquiring a lifelong skill
for education, enjoyment and leisure throughout the world.

For Bahasa Malaysia in particular:


Develop the ability to use the language effectively for the purpose of practical
communication within Malaysia.



Encourage fuller integration into the local community,

The courses (Malay and French)
Our MFL courses are designed to develop competency in the areas listed over the page
through a wide range of classroom activities, such as role play, writing, listening comprehensions and speaking.
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A. Reading and directed writing


demonstrate understanding of words within a short text



extract relevant specific information from such text as brochures, guides, letters and forms of imaginative writing



show a general understanding of more extended texts



scan for particular information



carry out basic writing tasks

B. Speaking


respond to unprepared questions in a general.



conversation on topics of interest.



perform role-playing tasks which involve both taking the initiative and responding to questions.



express themselves on the basis of simple stimulus.



report, express opinions and respond to questions on a topic.

C. Continuous writing


express thoughts, feelings and opinions in order of interest, inform or convince.



demonstrate adequate control of vocabulary, syntax and grammar, punctuation and spelling.

D. Listening


demonstrate understanding of specific detail in short conversations and interviews



demonstrate general comprehension of the above



identify the important points or themes of the material, including attitudes, emotions and ideas
that are expressed



draw conclusions from, and identify the relationships between ideas.
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The MFL specification defines five topic areas that provide the contexts for developing these language
skills. It also specifies the vocabulary needed for the examination. The Topic Areas and vocabulary list
are intended to help candidates not limit them and where the subject matter is the personal choice of
candidates, for example the prepared topic in the Speaking test, they may continue to choose topics of
personal interest even if these lie outside the prescribed list of topics.

Area A Everyday activities


Home life and school – school routines



Food, health and fitness – eating and drinking

Area B Personal and social life


Self, family and personal relationships – pets, leisure, entertainments, invitations, eating out



Holidays and special occasions - festivals and special occasions, getting around, accommodation

Area C The world around us


Home town and local area - geographical surroundings, shopping, public services



Natural and made environment – weather, finding the way



People, places and customs - meeting people, travel and transport

Area D The world of work


Continuing education - further education and training



Careers and employment - future career plans



Language and communication in the work place –language at work

Area E The international world


Tourism at home and abroad - holiday travel and transport, geographical surroundings



Life in other countries and communities – places and customs, food and drink, meeting people



World events and issues – issues that interest the individual student
16

Assessment
Malay
All candidates must enter for papers 2 and 3, reading and directed writing and speaking respectively.
Candidates completing the extended curriculum will in addition sit paper 4, continuous writing.

Grades available: A* to G
Paper 2: Reading and directed writing

33%

Paper 3: Speaking

33%

Paper 4: Writing

33%

French
The assessment scheme for French is very similar to that of Malay with the addition of a paper testing
listening skills.

Grades available: A* to G
Paper 1: Listening

25%

Paper 2: Reading

25%

Paper 3: Speaking

25%

Paper 4: Writing

25%

Foreign languages and your future
There will be a range of opportunities open to you, where you can continue to use and further develop your language skills and knowledge of contemporary society. Some students choose to continue on
to AS or Advanced GCE level and even onto degree courses in languages; others choose to pursue a
higher education course in another subject, but choose a language option alongside it. Having a language will improve your employability, in particular with companies that have international branches.
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Additional Mathematics
Title

Syllabus Number

Additional Mathematics

0606

Why study additional mathematics?
The additional mathematics syllabus is intended for high ability candidates who are likely to achieve
Grade A* or A in the IGCSE mathematics examination. The content of the additional mathematics
specification covers a significant amount of the material encountered in the first year of A-level mathematics. Hence, this course provides excellent preparation for further studies in mathematics.
To take this course students have to take the Accelerated Mathematics option.

Aims
Successful Additional Mathematics students gain lifelong skills, including:


the further development of mathematical concepts and principles



the extension of mathematical skills and their use in more advanced techniques



an ability to solve problems, present solutions logically and interpret results



a solid foundation for further study.

Assessment
Grades A* to E will be available for candidates who achieve the required standards. Since there is no
Core Curriculum for this syllabus, Grades F and G will not be available. Therefore candidates who do
not achieve the minimum mark for Grade E will be unclassified.

Paper 1

Paper 2

2 hours

2 hours

50% of total marks

50% of total marks

19

The course
The course covers the following areas of mathematics;
1. Set language and notation
2. Functions

3. Quadratic functions
4. Indices and surds.
5. Factors of polynomials
6. Simultaneous equations
7. Logarithmic and exponential functions
8. Straight line graphs
9. Circular measure

10. Trigonometry
11. Permutations and combinations
12. Binomial expansions
13. Vectors in two dimensions
14. Matrices
15. Differentiation and Integration

Additional Mathematics and your future
Additional mathematics provides an excellent foundation for the study of mathematics at A-Level and
beyond. It is often favoured by top universities for
those students who wish to study mathematics,
physics or an engineering based course.
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Art and Design
Syllabus Number
0400

Title
IGCSE Art and Design

Why study Art and Design?
Art and Design complements literary, mathematical, scientific and factual subjects. It is especially

concerned with the development of visual perception and aesthetics. The subject encourages visual
communication and is a means of expressing ideas and feelings.
Successful Art and Design candidates gain lifelong skills, including:
 confidence and enthusiasm as they develop technical skills

in form and composition
 the ability to identify and solve problems in visual and tac-

tile forms
 how to develop ideas from initial attempts to final solutions.

Aims
This syllabus in Art and Design actively encourages candidates to develop:


an ability to record from direct observation and personal experience;



an ability to identify and solve problems in visual and tactile form;



creativity, visual awareness, critical and cultural understanding;



an imaginative, creative and intuitive response;



confidence, enthusiasm and a sense of achievement in the practice of Art and Design;



growing independence in the refinement and development of ideas and personal outcomes;



engagement and experimentation with a range of media, materials and techniques ;



experience of working in relevant frameworks and exploration of manipulative skills necessary to form, compose and communicate in two and/or three dimensions;



knowledge of a working vocabulary relevant to the subject and an interest in, and a critical awareness of other practitioners, environments and cultures;



investigative, analytical, experimental, interpretative, practical, technical and expressive
skills which aid effective and independent learning.
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The course
IGCSE Art and Design course is a practical qualification with the majority of lesson time spent sketching, drawing, painting and designing using various media. Students work as individuals, in groups and
as a whole class but for the most part emphasis is placed on independent study and research. They
learn to use materials, tools and techniques safely and in accordance with health and safety requirements.

During the course students are given opportunities to progress in the following areas.
Gathering, recording, research and investigation.
Exploration and development of ideas
Organisation and relationships of visual elements
Selection and control of materials, media and processes
Personal vision and presentation

DESCRIPTION OF COMPONENTS
Component 1: Broad-based assignment
This component is compulsory for all candidates. This is an externally set assignment which is marked
by Cambridge. This component gives candidates the opportunity to explore any of the areas of study in
response to the selected questions. It could be observational, interpretative or a combination of both.
Alternatively, candidates may interpret any question as a design brief. All responses should be submitted on paper; these could be continued into other media or three-dimensional structures but these
should then be recorded through photographic or digital means. First-hand studies from primary
sources must be used as the starting point for the development of ideas.
Component 2: Design-based assignment
This component tests the candidate’s ability to research, analyse and develop ideas to a design brief,
and to arrive at an appropriate solution. The work produced for this component should be creative and
original and must address the particular design briefs that are outlined on the question paper. All questions are for designs initially developed on paper; these can be continued into other media or three
dimensional structures but any three-dimensional solutions should then be recorded through photographic or digital means. First-hand studies from primary sources must be used as the starting point for
the development of ideas.
Supporting studies for components 1 or 2.
The supporting studies must not be more than two sheets of A2 (this may or may not be double-sided,
i.e. a maximum of four sides. Quality of work is more important than the amount of work: weaker
work submitted may have a detrimental effect on the total mark awarded.
The supporting studies must be taken into the controlled test in order to inform the eight-hour controlled test. Supporting work comprises of work that is the candidate’s own work/photographs. These
should be selected and organised in a manner that shows research, exploration of ideas, development
of theme and experiments with media and materials.
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Assessment
Candidates are required to enter two papers to obtain their IGCSE qualification
Description
Component 1
Broad-based assignment
100 marks
Externally assessed

Component 2
Design-based assignment
100 marks
Externally assessed

Requirement

Weighting

Candidates research, develop and realise
a project from one area of study in the
subject content from a theme set by the
teacher. There are two parts to the
coursework: – a portfolio and – a final
outcome. Externally assessed.

50%

Candidates respond to one starting point
set by Cambridge International. Candidates may produce work from the same
area of study as Component 1, but they
do not have to. There are two parts to
the assignment: – supporting studies and
– a final outcome, produced during a
supervised test of 8 hours’ total duration.
Externally assessed

50%

Requirements for IGCSE Art and Design:


possess an inquisitive, analytical and critical mind;



enjoy research work;



hardworking, disciplined and committed;



possess a keen sense of observation and judgment;



a flair for art and enjoy creative work;



prepared to spend considerable amount of time for art purposes;



prepared to purchase the required materials for their artwork.

Please note:
A camera is a useful tool for students in producing their initial studies while directly observing primary sources.
The use of modern Digital media will help in the investigation, collecting and recording first hand studies from
primary sources.

Art and Design and your future
There are many careers in art, craft and design that can lead on from IGCSE Art and Design qualification. Some of
these require further study at an art & design school, further education college or university. You may wish to go
into a job where it is useful to have had experience of art, craft and design, or where you will need to use some of
the skills developed during the course. For example careers in such fields as graphic design, illustration, architecture design, interior design, animation, and fashion design.
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Business Studies
Syllabus Number
0450

Title
Business Studies
Why Business Studies?

Cambridge IGCSE Business Studies is accepted by universities and employers as proof of an understanding of business concepts and techniques across a range of different types of businesses. In a global

business context and in the context of our own lives, business studies can teach us the importance of
good communication and planning, as well as social awareness.

Business Studies students will learn to:


understand different forms of business organisations, the environments in which businesses operate and business functions
such as marketing, operations and finance



appreciate the role of people in business success.

They will also gain lifelong skills, including:


the ability to calculate and interpret business data



communication skills needed to support arguments



the ability to analyse business situations and reach rationally based decisions or judgements.

Aims
These aims describe the educational purposes of a course in business studies for the IGCSE examination. They are not listed in order of priority.
The aims are to enable candidates to:


make effective use of relevant terminology, concepts and methods, and recognise the strengths
and limitations of the ideas used in business



apply their knowledge and critical understanding to current issues and problems in a wide
range of business contexts



distinguish between facts and opinions, and evaluate qualitative and quantitative data in order
to help build arguments and make informed judgements



appreciate the perspectives of a range of stakeholders in relation to the business environment,
individuals, society, government and enterprise



develop knowledge and understanding of how the main types of businesses are organised, financed and operated.
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The course
The course covers the following areas of Business Studies.
1. Understanding business activity
2. People in business
3. Marketing

4. Operations management
5. Financial information and decisions
6. External influences on business activity

Assessment
For Cambridge IGCSE Business Studies, candidates take two compulsory components, Paper 1
and Paper 2. Both question papers will draw on topics taken from the whole of the syllabus content.

All candidates are eligible for grades A* to G.

Paper 1—Structured answers

Paper 2—Case study

Written examination consisting of four
questions requiring a mixture of short
answers and structured data responses.

Written examination consisting of four
questions based on a case study, provided as
an Insert with the paper.

1 hour 30 minutes

1 hour 30 minutes

50% of total marks

50% of total marks

Business studies and your future
Students with IGCSE business studies have access to a wide range of possible higher education opportunities. You learn and use a variety of transferable skills throughout the course. These include the
important business skills of decision making and planning. After further study, you can start a career
in business armed with an excellent knowledge of how businesses operate.
Business studies combines well with a range of social sciences, humanities and mathematics subjects
to lead to university subjects in such areas as business, economics, law and accountancy. You will gain
a valuable insight into the business world which will add value to your vocational studies.
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Drama
Title

Syllabus Number

Drama

0411

Why study Drama?
Drama is exciting, challenging and creative. It encourages independence, confidence, creativity and

teamwork as well as boosting self esteem – all valuable skills for a student’s education as well as for
life. Drama is a subject which can provide students with unique learning opportunities, where students are encouraged to come to terms with themselves and the world in which they live; to develop
intellectually, emotionally and imaginatively, and to engage with their position as a member of society as well as explore other cultures.
Aims
The aims of the Drama course are to encourage students to:





develop their performance skills, both individualand in groups;
consider ways in which ideas and feelings can be
communicated to an audience;
discover the performance possibilities of texts and
other stimuli;
devise dramatic material of their own.

ly

The Course
1.
2.

4.

3.
5.

6.

7.

The Language of Drama
Introduction of key concepts of practical drama and some terminology.
Approaching Text
Students study small sections of text, considering a variety of ways to approach and perform
those sections. Focus on dialogue, staging and directing as well as performance.
Text Into Performance
Students will produce a group performance of two text-based pieces. This may include costume,
set, lighting and sound.
The Devising Process
Students devise original pieces of drama in groups and by themselves.
Dramatic Techniques
Students learn about a range of dramatic techniques used in theatre. They will produce group
pieces of original drama.
Solo Skills
Students will refine solo performance skills and their ability to devise and perform a monologue.
They will produce two individual performances, one of them a text-based piece and the other an
original devised piece.
Writing about Drama
Students learn to write reflectively and analytically about their own and others’ performances.
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Assessment
Candidates will be assessed on their abilities in three areas:
(A) Understanding
Candidates will be assessed on their ability to demonstrate understanding of:


the performance possibilities of text and other stimuli, and



the differing roles of actor, director, stage manager and technician in performance.

(B) Devising
Candidates will be assessed on their ability to devise dramatic material and reflect on its effectiveness.

(C) Performing
Candidates will be assessed on their performing skills in Drama.

Component 1 Written examination

Component 2 Coursework



Section A (30 marks) Candidates answer 6
–8 short-answer questions on the extract
from the play (20 marks) and 2–4 questions on the drama devised from their
chosen stimulus (10 marks).



Section B (25 marks) Candidates answer
one longer-answer question from a choice
of three on the extract from the play.



Section C (25 marks) Candidates answer
Note: the stimuli on the pre-release material for
one longer-answer question from a choice
Component 1 may not be used as a basis for the
of three on the drama devised from their
devised piece on Component 2.
chosen stimulus.

2 hours 30 minutes
40% of total marks

Candidates submit three pieces of practical work.
• One individual piece (3–5 minutes):
one performance of an extract from a play.

• Two group pieces (maximum 15 minutes each):
one performance of an extract from a play;
one original devised piece.

Internally assessed and externally moderated.
60% of total marks

Drama and Your Future
Students who study Drama gain access to a wide range of further and
higher education opportunities, as well as becoming an attractive prospect to potential employers. The skills that they have developed
throughout the course – self reflection, analysis, interpretation, successful communication of information, teamwork, cooperation and self
confidence – will stand them in excellent stead for any subjects they
choose to take after IGCSE. These are also skills valued by universities
and employers.
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Geography
Title

Syllabus Number

Geography

0460

Why study geography?
Geography provokes and answers questions about the natural and human worlds, using different
scales of enquiry to view them from different perspectives. It develops knowledge of places and environments throughout the world, an understanding of maps, and a range of investigative and problemsolving skills both inside and outside the classroom. As such, it prepares pupils for adult life and employment. Geography is a focus for understanding and resolving issues about the environment and
sustainable development. It is also an important link between the natural and social sciences. As pupils study geography, they encounter different societies and cultures. It can inspire them to think
about their own place in the world, their values, and their rights and responsibilities to other people
and the environment.
Aims
The aims are to encourage students to develop:
1. a sense of place and an understanding of relative location on a local, regional and global scale;
2. an awareness of the characteristics and distribution of a selection of contrasting physical and
human environments;
3. an understanding of some of the processes affecting the development of such environments;
4. an understanding of the spatial effects of the ways in which people interact with each other
and with their environments;
5. an understanding of different communities and cultures throughout the world and an awareness of the contrasting opportunities and constraints presented by different environments.
The course
The geography IGCSE course is based on three themes covering human and physical geography.
1.

Population and Settlement
Population dynamics
Types of settlement

2.

The natural Environment
Earthquakes and volcanoes
Rivers
Coasts
Weather
Climate and natural vegetation

3.

Economic Development and the Use of Resources
Development
Food production
Industry
Tourism
Energy and water resources
Environmental risks of economic development
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There are many opportunities for students to conduct geographic investigations ranging from the
sphere of influence of a shopping mall to the patterns of deposition on a beach or river. Students become familiar with the testing of hypotheses as a model of enquiry and use traffic counts, questionnaires and various physical measurements to collect data to test their hypotheses.
Field work is an integral part of the course and will give
students a chance to visit different places and learn new
skills and appreciation of the world around them.

Assessment
Students will sit for 3 papers as detailed below.
Paper 1

Paper 2

Paper 4

Theme questions

Skills and analysis

Alternative to coursework

1 hour 45 minutes

1 hour 30 minutes

1 hour 30 minutes

45% of total marks

27.5% of total mark

27.5% of total marks

Geography and your future
This Key stage 4 course will prepare students who wish to pursue geography in Years 12 and 13 and
beyond. You learn and use a variety of transferable skills throughout the course. These include collecting, analysing and interpreting data, communicating your findings in different ways, and identifying and developing the links between different parts of the subject. These skills are in great demand
and are recognised by employers and universities and colleges as being of great value.
Taken with sciences like mathematics, physics, chemistry and biology, geography supports applications for almost any science-based university course like engineering, psychology, environmental sciences, oceanography and geology; taken with humanities subjects like English, French, history or economics, geography supports an equally wide range of university courses such as business, law, media,
politics and philosophy.
It is an excellent experience for further education particularly related to careers in Geology, Oil exploration, Geophysics, Meteorology and Town and Country Planning.
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History
Title

Syllabus Number

History

0470

Why study History?
This course will appeal to students who have an interest in the way that the
world has developed through the ages. If you enjoy investigation and discovery
and want to improve your analytical skills and you like putting forward a wellargued case then history gives you the opportunity.

Aims
The aims of this history course are to:


stimulate interest in and enthusiasm about the past;



promote the acquisition of knowledge and understanding of human activity in the past;



ensure that the candidates’ knowledge is rooted in an understanding of the nature and use
of historical evidence;



promote an understanding of the nature of cause and consequence, continuity and change,
similarity and difference;



provide a sound basis for further study and the pursuit of personal interest;



encourage international understanding;



encourage the development of linguistic and communication skills.

The course
This history specification offers students the opportunity of studying some of the major international
issues of the 19th or 20th centuries as well as looking in greater depth at the history of a particular region or regions. However the emphasis within the course is as much on the development of historical
skills as on the acquisition of knowledge.

The school offers the 20th century option, International Relations Since 1919. Content is explained
through a number of Key Questions and Focus Points.
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Core Content
1.

What caused the First World War?
• Alliance System and colonial problems, the problems in the Balkans and
• How did the assassination of Franz Ferdinand lead to war?

2.

Were the peace treaties of 1919-23 fair?

- the peace treaties, especially Versailles, and roles of individual leaders; impact of
the peace treaties on Germany up to 1923; justification for the treaties.
3.

To what extent was the League of Nations a success?
- strengths and weaknesses in structure and organisation; peacekeeping during the
1920s; impact of the world depression; failures of the 1930s.

4.

Why had international peace collapsed by 1939?
- collapse of international order in the 1930s; militarism of the Axis powers; Hitler’s foreign policy until 1939; remilitarism of the Rhineland;
Anschluss with Austria; appeasement; lead-up to war from 1938.

5.

Who was to blame for the Cold War?
- origins of the Cold War; breakdown of USA-USSR alliance; Soviet expansion into
Eastern Europe; the Berlin Blockade.

6.

How effectively did the USA contain the spread of Communism?
- events of the Cold War through case studies of the Cuban crisis and American
involvement in Vietnam.

7.

How secure was the USSR’s control over Eastern Europe 1948 – c.1989?
- Soviet power in Eastern Europe and resistance to it; the Berlin Wall; “Solidarity”
in Poland; Gorbachev and the collapse of the Soviet Empire.

Depth Studies
Candidates study at least one of these:

Germany 1918 - 45

Southern Africa in the 20th century

Russia 1905 - 41

Israelis and Palestinians 1945 - c.1994

The USA 1919 - 41

The Impact of Western Imperialism in the 19th century

China 1945 - c.1990

The Creation of Modern Industrial Society
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Assessment
All candidates are entered for the same combination of papers as shown in the table.

Paper 1

Paper 2

Component 3

2 hours

2 hours

Coursework

40% of total marks

33% of total mark

27% of total marks

For their coursework (Component 3) candidates produce one piece of extended writing, up to 2000
words in length, based on content taken from an approved Depth Study. The coursework should be
based on a single question regarding that Depth Study. The coursework must be focused on the issue
of significance and must target the relevant assessment objectives.

History and your future

Students who study IGCSE history have access to a
wide range of career and higher education opportunities. By the end of your course you will have learned
how to evaluate and analyse information, how to
weigh up evidence and how to communicate complex
ideas effectively. These skills are recognised and valued
by employers, universities and colleges.
If you continue to study history at AS and A level, you
will find that it combines well with mathematics and science subjects to create an attractive
portfolio of qualifications, enabling a student to move on to a university science-based course.
Combined with English and a modern foreign language it would provide a good basis for an
arts or languages-based degree.
A sound historical education provides an excellent foundation for a number of popular careers including journalism, law, business, and tourism.

32

ICT

Title

Syllabus Number

IGCSE Information and Communication
Technology

0417

Why study ICT?
Information and Communications Technology (ICT) influences the lives of everyone around the world.
Almost every career now involves the use of ICT. In an increasingly dynamic employment market, people
need to be able to work productively with ICT, to transfer their ICT skills across different contexts and
software packages, and to keep their ICT skills up to date. This is true for employees at all levels, regardless of the organisation and environment in which they work. The global impact of ICT goes beyond the
world of work. For example, ICT supports and shapes how we learn, travel, and manage our money. A
person’s ability to use ICT skillfully and confidently is therefore sure to enhance their fulfillment in life.
IGCSE Information and Communication Technology helps students to develop their knowledge of current
and emerging technologies, a range of ICT tools and techniques and society's use of ICT. This specification
requires students to develop their ability to work collaboratively.
The course is made up of one externally assessed examination worth 40 per cent of the qualification and
two controlled assessment units worth 30 per cent each.

Qualification Aims
The qualification aims to:


knowledge of ICT including new and emerging technologies



autonomous and discerning use of ICT



skills to enhance work produced in a range of contexts



skills to analyse, design, implement, test and evaluate ICT systems



skills to consider the impact of current and new technologies on methods of working in the outside
world and on social, economic, ethical and moral issues



ICT-based solutions to solve problems



the ability to recognise potential risks when using ICT, and use safe, secure and responsible practice.

33

Assessment
For Cambridge IGCSE Information and Communication Technology, candidates take three components:
Paper 1 Theory; Paper 2 Document Production, Data Manipulation and Presentations and Paper 3 Data
Analysis and Website Authoring.

Paper 1
Theory

Paper 2
Document Production,
Data Manipulation and
Presentations

Paper 3
Data Analysis and Website
Authoring

2 hours
40% of total marks

2 hour 30 minutes
30% of total mark

2 hour 30 minutes
30% of total marks

What careers is ICT good for?

Thanks to your impressive IT knowledge and strong analytical skills (not to mention the fact that you’ll
now be a whizz at problem solving) when it comes to potential careers, the world is pretty much your
oyster. IT career options include: Web designer, systems analyst, computer games developer and UX
(user experience) developer, whilst ICT graduates could also look for employment in the media (broadcast engineer, multimedia broadcaster, sound technician) military (armed forces technical
officer, intelligence officer, satellite technician) or finance (credit analyst, commodity broker, financial
risk analyst).
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Title

Syllabus Number

Music

0410

The Cambridge IGCSE Music Syllabus is designed as a two-year course for examination at age 16-plus.
IGCSE Music is an ideal course for anyone interested in the subject and who has already started to
develop practical skills as an instrumentalist or singer.

Aims
The aims of the syllabus are to:


enable candidates to acquire and consolidate a range of basic musical skills, knowledge and understanding, through the activities of listening, performing and composing



help candidates develop a perceptive, sensitive and critical response to the main historical periods
and styles of Western music



help candidates to recognise and understand the music of various non-Western traditions, and
thus to form an appreciation of cultural similarities and differences



provide a foundation for the development of an informed appreciation of music



provide a foundation for further study in music at a higher level

Assessment objectives
The three assessment objectives are:
A Listening
B Performing
C Composing
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The examination rewards candidates for positive achievement in the following areas:
A Listening


Aural awareness, perception and discrimination in relation to Western music of the baroque, classical, romantic and 20th-century periods.



Identifying and commenting on a range of music from cultures in different countries.



Knowledge and understanding of one Western Prescribed Work and one Prescribed Focus from a
non-Western culture.

B Performing


Technical competence on one or more instruments.



Interpretative understanding of the music performed.

C Composing


Discrimination and imagination in free composition.



Notation, using staff notation and, if appropriate, other suitable systems.

Assessment
Paper
1

2

Description
Listening – Written examination based on CD recordings supplied by Cambridge

Weighting
40%

Performing – Coursework
30%

3

Composing – Coursework
30%

Career path
Studying Music can help with the following careers: Music Performer, Composer,

Music Arranger, Music Director, Recording Engineer, Sound Engineer, Vocal
coach, Music teacher.
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Physical Education
Title

Syllabus Number

Physical Education

0413

Aims of the Course
Universities and employers accept Cambridge IGCSE Physical Education as proof that candidates
have knowledge, skills and an understanding of a range of relevant physical activities. Candidates’
knowledge, skills and understanding come from studying both practical and theoretical aspects of
Physical Education. Successful IGCSE Physical Education students gain lifelong skills, including:


an ability to plan, perform, analyse and improve, and evaluate physical activities



knowledge, skills and understanding of a range of relevant physical activities



an understanding of effective and safe performance



an understanding of the role of sport and physical activity in society and in the wider world



an excellent foundation for advanced study



an enjoyment of physical activity

Candidates will, through the knowledge they gain, develop an understanding of effective and safe
physical performance.
Candidates will also be encouraged to improve:


their ability to plan, perform, analyse and improve, and evaluate physical activities.



their knowledge, skills and understanding of a range of relevant physical activities.

The syllabus provides candidates with an opportunity to study both the practical and theoretical aspects of Physical Education. It is also designed to foster enjoyment in physical activity. The
knowledge gained will enable candidates to develop an understanding of effective and safe physical
performance.
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ASSESSMENT
All candidates take:
Component 1 Component 2

COMPONENT 1

COMPONENT 2

Paper 1: 1 hour 45 min

Coursework Centre-based assessment

Section A:

Candidates choose to undertake four practical

Candidates answer short answer questions on

activities from at least two of the seven catego-

the three units they have studied:
Factors affecting performance,

ries listed (50% of total marks).

Health, safety and training,

Candidates must show the ability to analyse

Reasons and opportunities for participation in

and improve practical performance in one of

physical activity.

their four chosen practical activities (10% of
marks).

Section B:
Candidates answer three structured questions,
one from each of the three units they have
studied.
40% of total marks

60% of total marks

Your future:
On this course you will develop and use a variety of
transferable skills including the ability to organise
your work, to take part in group activities as well as
research and present your findings.
The course will give you an introduction to possible
careers in sport and is ideal if you are considering a
career in coaching, personal training, teaching, leisure management, sports technology or physiotherapy.
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The Sciences
Title
Biology
Chemistry
Physics

Syllabus Number
0610
0620
0625

As the IGCSE programmes for Biology, Chemistry and Physics all share the same aims and schemes of
assessment, they have been considered together in this booklet.

Why study science?
In a world that grows ever more dependent on technology, it is essential that tomorrow's citizens possess an insight into the possibilities and limitations of science and its impact on society. The study of
science at school provides the necessary knowledge and understanding needed in adult life to develop
considered opinions and to make informed choices about future scientific and technological advances
that will inevitably impinge on their lives.

Science stimulates and excites students’ curiosity about phenomena and events in the world around
them. It also satisfies this curiosity with knowledge. Because science links direct practical experience
with ideas, it can engage learners at many levels. Scientific method is about developing and evaluating
explanations through experimental evidence. This is a spur to critical and creative thought and so Science develops skills, essential for all, in a rapidly changing world.

Aims
The aims are to:
1. provide, through well designed studies of experimental and practical science, a
worthwhile educational experience for all students, whether or not they go on to study
science beyond this level and, in particular, to enable them to acquire sufficient
understanding and knowledge.


to become confident citizens in a technological world, to take or develop an informed interest
in matters of scientific import;


to recognise the usefulness, and limitations, of scientific method
and to appreciate its applicability in other disciplines and in everyday life;


to be suitably prepared for studies beyond the IGCSE level in
pure sciences, in applied sciences or in science-dependent vocational
courses.
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2. develop abilities and skills that:


are relevant to the study and practice of biology, chemistry and physics;



are useful in everyday life;



encourage safe practice;



encourage effective communication.

3. develop attitudes relevant to biology, chemistry and
physics such as


concern for accuracy and precision;



objectivity;



integrity;



enquiry;



initiative;



inventiveness.

4. stimulate interest in, and care for, the environment.
5. promote an awareness that


scientific theories and methods have developed, and continue to develop, as a result of cooperative activities of groups and individuals;



the study and practice of science are subject to social, economic, technological, ethical and cultural influences and limitations;



the applications of science may be both beneficial and detrimental to the individual, the community and the environment;



science transcends national boundaries and that the language of science, correctly and rigorously applied, is universal.
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Biology

Characteristics and classification of living

Respiration

organisms

Excretion in humans

Organisation of the organism

Coordination and response

Movement in and out of cells

Drugs

Biological molecules

Reproduction

Enzymes

Inheritance

Plant nutrition

Variation and selection

Human nutrition

Organisms and their environment

Transport in plants

Biotechnology and genetic engineering

Transport in animals

Human influences on ecosystems

Diseases and immunity
Gas exchange in humans

Chemistry

Physics

The particulate nature of matter

Acids, bases and salts

Experimental techniques

The Periodic Table

A toms, elements and compounds

Metals

Stoichiometry

Air and water

Electricity and chemistry

Sulfur

Chemical energetics

Carbonates

Chemical reactions

Organic chemistry

General physics
Length and time
Motion
Mass and weight
Density
Forces
Momentum (Extended candidates
only)
Energy, work and power
Pressure
Thermal physics
Simple kinetic molecular model of
matter
Thermal properties and temperature
Thermal processes

Properties of waves
General wave properties
Light
Electromagnetic spectrum
Sound
Electricity and magnetism
Simple phenomena of magnetism
Electrical quantities
Electric circuits
Digital electronics (Extended candidates only)
Dangers of electricity
Electromagnetic effects
Atomic physics
The nuclear atom
Radioactivity
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Assessment
The scheme of assessment is identical for biology, chemistry and physics. All candidates sit three papers. These are Paper 1, one from either paper 2 or Paper 3, and Paper 6.

Core curriculum

Extended curriculum

Grades available: C to G

Grades available: A* to G

Paper 1 (45 minutes)

Paper 2 (45 minutes)

Multiple choice (Weighting 20%)

Multiple choice (Weighting 20%)

Paper 3 (1 ¼ hours) (Weighting 50%)

Paper 4 (1 ¼ hours) (Weighting 50%)

Short answer and structured questions

Short answer and structured questions

Paper 6 Alternative to practical (1 hour)
Written paper.

Science and your future
Good pass grades in the sciences at IGCSE are a minimum entry requirement to sciences courses in the
sixth form. Science at AS or A level is a prerequisite entry requirement for many scientific or technological university courses.
The IGCSE Biology online course will give you a firm grounding in biological facts and principles and
develop your experimental skills. The IGCSE Biology course also takes a wider perspective, looking
at ecology and the environment, and use of biological resources. Biology is a key subject for many
courses and careers, such as medicine, veterinary science and sports therapy . Its study will demonstrate your skill in research, problem solving, organisation and analytical thinking, valuable qualities
in any role.
The study of Chemistry can lead to careers in medicine, geology and chemical engineering, as well as
other science related careers.
Traditionally, Physics IGCSE followed by AS or A level Physics is required for a career in engineering
at university. In addition, Physics provides an excellent foundation for many careers including engineering, radiography, astronomy and biotechnology.
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Mandarin Chinese
Title

Syllabus Number
0547

IGCSE Mandarin Chinese

At KIS we do not currently offer Mandarin Chinese as an optional subject, but instead offer it as an
additional subject for those students who already have a background in Mandarin. There will be an
extracurricular club for students to help them prepare for the exam.
Cambridge IGCSE Mandarin Chinese is accepted by universities and employers as proof of linguistic
ability and understanding. The course encourages learners to develop lifelong skills, including:
• the ability to use a foreign language as a means of practical communication
• insight into the culture and civilisation of countries where the language is spoken
• a positive attitude towards language learning, towards the speakers of other languages, and towards
other cultures and civilisations
• techniques which can be applied to other areas of learning, such as analysis and memory skills
• a sound foundation for progression to employment or further study.
The syllabus content is organised around five broad Topic areas which provide contexts for the acquisition of vocabulary and the study of grammar and structures. Through the study of these Topic areas,
candidates gain insight into target language countries and communities.

Area A

Topic areas
Everyday activities
Home life and school
Food, health and fitness

Area B

Personal and social life
Self, family and personal relationships
Holidays

Area C

The world around us
Home town and local area
Natural and made environment
People, places and customs

Area D

The world of work
Continuing education
Careers and employment
The international world
Tourism at home and abroad
Life in other countries

Area E

Examination topics
Home life
School routine
Eating and drinking
Health and fitness
Self, family, personal relationships, pets
Everyday life
Eating out
Holidays
Home town and geographical surroundings
Clothes and Shopping
Public services, customs, etc.
Weather
Finding the way
Meeting and greeting phrases
Travel and transport
Famous sites and famous cities
Animals
Further education and training
Future career plans
Employment
Holiday travel and transport (see also C8)
Geographical surroundings (see also C1)
Weather (see also C5)
Places and customs
Food and drink (see also A3)
Meeting people (see also C7)
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Course aims
This syllabus aims to:



develop the ability to communicate effectively using the target language
offer insights into the culture and society of countries where the language is spoken



develop awareness of the nature of language and language learning



encourage positive attitudes towards speakers of other languages and a sympathetic approach to

other cultures and civilisations


provide enjoyment and intellectual stimulation



develop transferable skills (e.g. analysis, memorising, drawing of inferences) to complement other
areas of the curriculum



form a sound base of the skills, language and attitudes required for progression to work or further
study, either in the target language or another subject area.

Assessment:
All students take the following four papers.
While we do not discourage students who are new to Mandarin to try the course, we do feel it is bene-

ficial to have had some prior learning of Mandarin before starting this IGCSE course.
Grades available: A* to G
Paper 1 Listening: approximately 35 minutes
Candidates listen to a number of recordings and answer questions testing comprehension.

25%

30 marks
Paper 2 Reading 1 hour 15 minutes
Candidates read a number of texts and answer questions testing comprehension.

25%

36 marks
Paper 3 Speaking* approximately 15 minutes

Candidates complete two role plays, a topic presentation and a general conversation.

25%

100 marks
Paper 4 Writing 1 hour 15 minutes
Candidates respond in the target language to three tasks.
45 marks
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25%

