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Friday 2nd November 2016 
 

The Kinabalu International School Parent Teacher Association (PTA) held its Annual 
General Meeting on Wednesday 2nd November 2016. 
 

1. Establishment of Quorum 
 
In order for the AGM to proceed, a minimum quorum is required as per our 
Constitution (Article VII, General Meeting, Point 3).  There are currently 658 parents 
and 49 teachers totalling 707 Association Members. A minimum of 88 members was 
required for the meeting to proceed.  The number of signatures on the attendance 
register, listed below, satisfied the required quorum.  
 
2015/16 PTA Steering Committee (PTASC) Parent Members: 
Amanda Garside (AG); Mary Earlam (ME); Marjorie LePetit (ML); Elmine Knight (EK); 
Kim so young (KSY); Esther Lau (EL) 
 
PTA Members (Teachers):  
Alan Connah; Kerry Aryal; Lucy Bernard; Annie Berry; Dean Bryant; Simon Bryant; 
Felicia Cheong; Jowene Chia; Frances Colbeck; George Colbeck; Laura Cole; Emily 
Colley; James Crewdson; Kerstin Crewdson; Kevin Davies; Laura Davies; Anna 
Eland; Lee Gorman; Andrew Green; Natasha Hale; Andrea Henry; Daphne 
Hyndman; Indah Iskandar; Emma John; Grainne Kelly; Charmaine Ku; Xue Fei Li; 
Eng Hock Lim; Alexander Paul; Margaret Renshaw; Nicky Russell; Daisy Sultantono; 
Alan Taylor; Susan Taylor; Nicola Tully; Karen Wallace; Saija Wan; Francesca 
Woodland; Nigel Woodward; Damein Yuen. 
 
PTA Members (Parents): 
Bibi Rismah Abd Razak; Nose Anning; Marie Barriere; Adeline Bayabos; Melanie 
Berot; Richard Blackie; Naree Blackie; Sarah Burns; Chew Leng Chan; Rose Chan; 
Mandy Chu; Ailin Abraham; Claudia Tierney; Yee Ting Chung; Kate Gresson; 
Florence Deschamps; Laynee Mariano; Novi Dols; Nicole Gan; Catherine Guevel; 
Jennifer Isong; Mani Kadali; Swarna Kanpoori; Christine Kon; Poppy Kanwar; Anne 
Le Goff; Brigitte LeMeur; Dahliah Leong; Josephine Ley; Regina Loh; Donncha 
McCarthy; Maria McCarthy; Tengku Aini Mohd Ishak; Eddiana Nazia; Noor Azean 
Nik mohd Nazif; Hajar Nik Mohd Razif; Bo Eun Park; Sophie Picout;  Paula Araujo; 
Melanie Quenet; Cindy Reynolds; Mary Chong; Paul Russell; Dominique Samson; 
Selvarajah Nagalingam; Ing Ing Seow; Cavy Shim; Yuliani Suharto; Suharto Sumito; 
Ria Sulaksana; Isabelle Tanguy;  Alechia Thornton; Gina Ten; Paul Tsen; Ursula U; 
Min Wen; Faizah Yamani Hafez; Nancy Yapp; Shirley Yu. 
 

2. Introduction by the Principal 
 

Alan Connah welcomed and thanked all parents and teachers for attending the 
meeting.  He stressed the importance of the PTA and thanked everyone for all the 
support they had given during the year.   

 

 
Annual General Meeting Minutes 



	 2	

 
3. Acceptance of Agenda 

 
The agenda had been circulated prior to the meeting and there were no objections.  
 

 
4. Receive and adopt the minutes from the AGM held on                           

2nd October 2015 
 
Minutes of the AGM held on 2nd October 2015 were presented for approval. These 
had been circulated prior to the meeting and there were no objections. 

 
5. Receive the Steering Committee Report 

 
Amanda Garside (AG) welcomed all parents and teachers to the meeting.  A report 
had been produced outlining the actions and events that the PTASC had undertaken 
during the 2015-16 academic year. It was noted that this report would be emailed to 
everybody after the meeting. 
 
When the Committee took over in October 2015 they drafted a document regarding 
the objectives of the PTASC that they felt were important to begin their term as 
Committee Members.  The Vision, Mission and Aims were shown on a powerpoint 
slide and are available on the Website should parents wish to read them in further 
detail.  
 
There had been some consultation at the beginning of the year that the Committee 
had wanted to review some of the events that they undertook and perhaps take on 
some new initiatives.  It was felt that a further review of events might be necessary as 
it has been a lot of work for a limited number of Steering Committee members.  The 
PTASC ran and supported 23 different events during 2015-16.  All parents and 
teachers who assisted during this very busy past year were thanked. 
 
AG reported that two new initiatives had been established in School during 2015-16 
that were still running and had been very well received.  She thanked all parents and 
teachers who are involved in these initiatives.   
 
The first is the New Friends of KIS, initiated by Naree Blackie.  It is a group of 
parents who welcome new parents to the school.  This has been extremely 
successful and important part of the new parent induction process.  Naree and her 
team contact new parents, organise coffee mornings and provide an introduction 
booklet to KK.  
 
The second initiative is the Story Sacks Team.  This is a group or parents who meet 
once a week to create literacy learning resources for primary students.  They are 
given a book that a particular year group is reading and create characters and 
resources from the books to aid and encourage the children to understand and enjoy 
the book.  Initial funding was provided by PTA funds.  The group is lead by Liz Wu 
and Mary Earlam. 
 
It was noted that these new initiatives have been started and developed by members 
of the PTA who are not all Steering Committee members.   AG said that if anyone 
has an idea for a project that they would like to see happen in school they are 
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encouraged to discuss their ideas with the PTASC, the Principal, Alan Connah, or 
other members of staff. They can also complete the ‘PTA Request For Funding form’ 
and submit it to the PTASC for funding for their initiative. 
 
The recent International Day Celebrations, held on Friday 14th October, highlighted 
all that the PTASC set out to do at the beginning of the year. The event provided an 
opportunity for all members of the community to come together and to get to know 
one another a little better.   It was a celebration of different cultural backgrounds 
through the music and costumes at the parade as well as the food at the food stalls.   
The event raised approximately RM 8000.00 for the PTA and RM 900 for the Student 
Council. 
 
On behalf of the PTASC, AG thanked all parents, teachers, student council 
members, BoM liaison, Aaron Cowan and the Principal, Alan Connah who 
contributed in so many different ways to the KIS PTA during 2015-16.   In particular 
she thanked the office staff and ground staff, security guards and technicians for their 
incredible support throughout the year.  Without them the events would not have 
been able to take place.  She also gave a very special thanks to the Steering 
Committee members – Marjorie LePetit, Elmine Knight, Kim So Young, Esther Lau 
and Mary Earlam. 

 
6. Receive the Treasurer’s Report 

 
It was reported that the Steering Committee had drafted a Budget Guideline 
document to guide the decisions regarding the finances of the PTA. A request for 
Funding and an Expenses Claim Form had also been introduced to enable 
expenditure to be recorded and accounted for. 
 
The PTASC had balanced fundraising with social events and therefore some events 
made higher profits and others ran at a loss.  There was however a net profit at the 
end of the year. The Board of Management Treasurer and the Board of Management 
Chairperson audited the PTA accounts. At their request an asset inventory list has 
also been compiled.  The financial summary was shown at the Meeting.  Detailed 
reports are available on the KIS PTA website page. 
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The PTASC carried out a Capital Donation Survey to ascertain what the students, 
parents and teachers wanted the PTA funds to contribute towards.  Teachers and 
students provided a ‘wish list’ via the PTA Student Council members and PTA 
Teachers Representative. The desired items were discussed with the school 
Principal and the shortened list was then used to compile a survey for the KIS 
community (teachers, students, parents) to complete.  301 members completed the 
survey.  The top three most popular requests were for a swimming pool, for the hall 
to be enclosed and for the playground to be covered.  The fourth option was for a 
Sensory Science Garden for the whole school.  The Board of Management reviewed 
the survey results.  It was reported that the top three items are projects that are 
under discussion at Board level and therefore would not be appropriate at this 
moment for a capital donation from the PTA.  It had therefore been decided that the 
Capital Donation from the PTA for 2015-16 would be RM 20,000 for a Sensory 
Science Garden for the whole school.  A further RM 7,552 would be donated to 
secondary students for the purchase of 4 ipads with protective covers. RM7,500 
would be used for new KS2 playground for equipment.  It was felt that this donation 
was a balance between all students. 
 
There had been four Mufti days during 2015-16.  This is where the students are given 
the opportunity to wear their own clothes for the day.  Mufti days usually are arranged 
around cultural events or festivals that the school is celebrating.  For the privileged of 
wearing their own clothes, students are asked to contribute RM5.  The School, on 
behalf of the Charity Committee, has received a total of RM 5,880. 
 

7. To vote on any motion of which notice has been given to the 
Secretary no less than fourteen (14) days before the date of this AGM 
and which has been circulated by the Secretary to all members not 
less than seven (7) days before such date. 
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An agenda item and subsequent documentation had been put forward for a vote on 
amendments to the Constitution.  Unfortunately, an error had been made for which 
apologies were given.  AG explained that there are two clauses in the Constitution 
that deals with voting on a motion at an AGM.  The Committee had mistakenly given 
notice to amend the Constitution based on the first that requires 7 days’ notice, 
however to amend the Constitution 15 days notice needs to be given and therefore, 
unfortunately, a change in the Constitution could not be voted on at this time. 

 
It was urged that an EGM is called during the course of this year to vote on the 
motion. The PTASC thanked Alice Wong for assisting with understanding the 
Constitution as well as compiling the appropriate wording for the proposed 
amendments. 

 
8. Elect a Steering Committee 
 

AG reported that there had been only two nominations for the new Steering 
Committee and that eight members were needed.  She explained that the mufti day 
events, decorations in school, support for cultural events, new initiatives, book 
orders, ice cream sales, fundraising etc. could not take place without a Committee. 

 
There were some discussion and then three parents present at the meeting put 
forward their nominations.  

 
The current PTASC 2015-16 – Amanda Garside (Chair), Marjorie Le Petit (Treasurer) 
Mary Earlam (Secretary) Elmine Knight, Kim So Young and Esther Lau stepped 
down. 

 
The 2016-17 PTASC were elected as follows: Chinni Kadali, Florence Deschamps, 
Swarna Kanpoori, Pauline Ma, Yee Ting Tan. 

 
9. Any other business 

 
There was no other business raised for discussion 
 

10. Date of meeting for PTA Steering Committee 2016-17 
 
4th November 2016 at 8am 
 


