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School Mission Statement  

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

KINABALU INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL 
MISSION STATEMENT 

 
 

“At Kinabalu International School  
we are dedicated to providing an excellent  

education in a  
caring, respectful environment, challenging  

students to achieve their full  
potential as successful world citizens.” 
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Introduction 

 
A Message from the Principal 
 
Thank you for your interest in Kinabalu International School. Our mission is to  
provide an excellent education for International and Malaysian students where the 
individual needs of each of our students are met in a caring, respectful  
environment. Our dedicated team of experienced and skilled educators strives to 
challenge KIS students to reach their full potential both inside and outside the 
classroom by fostering the development of social skills, patterns of behaviour,  
environmental awareness and positive learning habits that are indicative of  
successful world citizens.  
 
Our students receive an education that prepares them for a comfortable return to 
the schooling system in their own countries or for entry into the best schools,  
colleges and universities across the world.  
 
The school follows the Programmes of Study incorporated within the National  
Curriculum of England and Wales and we are fortunate to have a wonderful array 
of modern resources and excellent facilities to support our education programme.  
 
Teaching methods promote an interactive approach to learning and we believe 
strongly in a broad, balanced education that also encourages the creative arts, 
sports and an understanding and tolerance of the many nationalities and cultures 
that enrich our school community and those that exist beyond it.       
 
This booklet contains many of the essential details and information you will need to 
help your child settle down quickly at school. We endeavour to keep KIS  
families up-to-date with school events and happenings and we recommend that all 
parents subscribe to our weekly digital newsletter or visit our school website at 
www.kis.edu.my; which is also a great source of information and news.  
 
I will look forward to meeting with you in the near future, but 
in the meantime, welcome to Kinabalu International School. 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Mr Stuart McLay 
Principal 
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History  

 

History of the School 
Kinabalu International School is the oldest International School in Sabah with a well-deserved 
reputation for delivering a high quality education programme for much of the last 40 years. The 
school was originally established to provide a British type education for children of expatriates 
living and working in Sabah. Initially, premises were rented from the St John’s Ambulance  
Association in Kota Kinabalu and the first teachers were parents of the students attending the 
school. However, the school quickly introduced its current policy of recruiting only the best 
qualified teachers from around the world and began to receive recognition of its commitment to 
high standards from local, regional and global educational organisations. In 1988, KIS  
became a founder member of the Federation of British International Schools in South East 
Asia (FOBISSEA), a prestigious organisation of British-style schools formed to support shared 
goals and expectations and promote educational excellence in its member schools. Even  
today, KIS continues to play a central role in the Federation with our staff leading and  
attending FOBISSEA committees, workshops and conferences, spreading good practice 
throughout South East Asia.   

 
The rapid success of the school inspired the parent body to build its own buildings at Bukit 
Padang and after a tremendous amount of work and fund-raising the current school 
buildings were opened in 1995. To this day, KIS can proudly claim to be the only 
international school in Malaysia that owns its school freehold without any loans at all – a 
wonderful testament to the commitment and support the school has traditionally enjoyed 
from the parent population throughout it’s history. In the year 2000, KIS was one of the 
first schools in Malaysia to introduce the International General Certificate of Secondary 
Education (IGCSE) for students in Year 10 and Year 11, beginning a period of sustained 
academic success which has continued through to the present time with results 
comparable to the best British Schools around the world. The IGCSE programme was 
quickly resourced by the building of a dedicated secondary department block of 
classrooms, complete with science laboratories in 2001. The year 2001 also witnessed the 
creation of an ICT Laboratory to ensure that students have every opportunity to develop 
high levels of computer literacy.  
 
At the 2004 Annual General Meeting, the Parent Body passed a motion to build a multi-
purpose hall which was completed shortly thereafter. As the school continued to expand 
another major building project was undertaken in 2009 with the creation of a new four 
storey building housing classrooms, a second ICT Labratory, a new school library and a 
staffroom. The school’s commitment to new technology was further reinforced at this time 
with the instalation of interactive whiteboards in every classroom. KIS was also one of the 
first schools in the region to see the value of I-pads to support the delivery of the 
curriculum and these are now successfully used by students and staff throughout the 
school. 2010 also saw the opening of the new KIS playgroup, 'First Steps @ KIS' offering 
what has quickly become a hugely popular pre-school programme for children aged 
between 18 months and three years. 
 

The 2009-2010 academic year began with the school being granted 
membership of the global 'Council of International Schools' as well as 
embarking on an18 month self-study process as part of its quest to 
achieve full accreditation status with this much-respected organisation.  



Page 7 

 
 

History Continued and Staff at KIS 

A formal visit by a CIS Visiting Team of educators and a subsequent detailed report published 
in May 2011 confirmed the school as achieving full accreditation status - one of only four 
schools in Malaysia to achieve this honour and one of less than 350 schools around the world 
to have been fully accredited against a set of exacting educational standards.  
 
KIS submitted a mandatory one year follow-up report in 2012 which was positively received by 
CIS and has ensured that the school maintains its accredited status. Kinabalu International 
School is still owned and managed by the parent body and as such there remains an on-going 
commitment to be innovative and sensitive to the changing needs of the whole school 
community. Accordingly, with an ever-increasing demand from parents for a post-16 education 
option at the school, the Board of Management took the historic decision to begin a new A 
Level programme in September 2012. This exciting new initiative is expected to herald a new 
era of academic success at the school as KIS heads towards its 40th anniversary of serving 
the educational needs of expatriate and local families in Kota Kinabalu. 
 
KIS Staff 
Teachers at KIS are recruited through a rigorous process designed to ensure our students  
benefit from the very best classroom practitioners available. New overseas staff are  
typically employed direct from the UK or from other British International Schools abroad. All 
must have a UK-accredited teaching qualification and a minimum of three years  
experience teaching the UK National Curriculum - the bedrock of our academic  
programme at KIS.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The school takes its responsibilities seriously in respect of the staff we employ and we  
value the depth of training and professional development exhibited by the strongest  
candidates. KIS does not employ teachers without recognised formal teaching qualifications. 
Each year KIS receives literally hundreds of applications for the positions we advertise and  
after an initial long list is drawn up, teacher interviews with senior staff and references from 
professional colleagues ultimately help to create a short-list of preferred candidates who are 
then interviewed face-to-face by the Principal in the UK or in other major cities in the region.  
 
Locally-hired staff go through an equally exacting application procedure to earn the offer of a 
contract at the school and despite an increasingly competitive global market for British qualified 
teachers overseas and locally-hired staff here in Sabah, KIS is proud of our continued success 
in appointing and retaining high quality staff to deliver our educational programme. A 
 competitive employment package, a wide-ranging induction programme, exciting opportunities 
for professional development and a rigorous appraisal system all help to make sure that KIS 
staff continue to develop their skills and stay up-to-date with best practice. In accordance with 
our safeguarding policies and UK regulations, all staff are required to undergo detailed police 
checks to ensure their suitability to work with children.  



Page 8 

   Aims and Principles  
of   

Early Years Foundation Stage   

 
 

Why does KIS use the UK Framework for Early Years Foundation Stage? 
 

As a British International School we have chosen to follow the Early Years Foundation 
Stage Framework as we believe it provides balance, quality and consistency in  

academic development, pastoral care and creativity for children aged 3 to 5.  
 

  The EYFS curriculum at KIS is enhanced further by incorporating elements of  
world cultures, and children’s existing knowledge and interests. 

 
In Early Years Foundation Stage we aim to provide: 
 

quality and consistency, so that every child makes good progress; 
 

‘learning and development’ opportunities which are planned around the needs 
and interests of the individual child and are assessed and reviewed regularly; 

 
effective partnerships with parents; 

 
equality of opportunity, ensuring that every child is included and supported.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Overarching Principles 
 
Four guiding principles shape our practice in EYFS. These are: 

 
every child is a unique child;  

 
children learn to be strong and independent through positive relationships;  

 
children learn and develop well in enabling environments,  

 
children develop and learn in different ways and at different rates.  

 
 

 
Information derived from the ‘Statutory Framework for Early Years Foundation Stage’  

published by the UK Department for Education, March 2012 



Page 9 

     Learning and Development  
in 

Early Years Foundation Stage   

 
 

Areas of Learning: 
 
Seven areas of learning shape the EYFS programme at KIS,  
 
Three are known as prime areas, these are;  
 

Communication and language; 
Physical development; and  
Personal, social and emotional development. 

 
Four areas are known as specific areas, through which the prime areas are 
strengthened and applied. The specific areas are: 
 

Literacy 
Mathematics 
Understanding of the world; and 
Expressive arts, music and design 

 
Staff at KIS plan challenging and enjoyable experiences in the areas outlined above 
whilst considering children’s individual needs, interests and stage of development.  
 
Teachers will initially collect information about your child’s interests by asking you to 
complete a short questionnaire.   
 
Outdoor Learning  
Many of the developmental milestones that children should achieve; 
exploring, risk-taking, fine and gross motor development can be  
most effectively learned through  outdoor ‘supported’ play. At KIS we 
offer pupils opportunities to learn in a variety of stimulating  
environments including a dedicated EYFS ‘outdoor classroom’. 

 
 

Detailed information relating to each curriculum area is available in the form of 
class Topic Letters. These are issued by teachers at the beginning of each term.   

You will also be provided with a brief overview of the focus for each week in 
your child's ‘Home-School Diary’. 

Information derived from the ‘Statutory Framework for Early Years Foundation Stage’  

published by the UK Department for Education, March 2012 
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 Learning and Development  
in 

Early Years Foundation Stage   

 
 
Teaching Methods 
 
In EYFS we implement the seven areas of learning through a mixture of  
planned, purposeful play activities and adult led lessons. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
We believe that play is essential for children’s development, building their          
confidence as they learn to explore, to think about and solve problems, and relate 
to others.  
 
You will observe that a range of play activities are set up in your child’s classroom 
each morning. Activities are carefully selected by staff based on knowledge of 
each child’s stage of development at a given time.   
 
During ‘supported’ play sessions children choose from a variety of  
pre-selected activities that; 
 

allow them to consolidate and demonstrate knowledge and understanding; and   
provide opportunities to apply newly learnt skills. 

 
In addition to supported play sessions students will take part in short structured 
whole class and group lessons, led by adults.  

 
As children grow older, and as their development allows, it is expected that the  
balance will gradually shift towards more activities led by adults, to help children 
prepare for more formal learning, ready for Year 1. For example, students in  
Foundation 2 usually have a teacher led lesson in Mathematics and Literacy each 
day. 
 
Staff-to-Child Ratios: At KIS we pride ourselves on maintaining small class sizes. 
In Foundation 1 we provide at least one member of staff for every eight children, 
and in Foundation 2 we provide one member of staff for every twelve  children. 
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 Assessment 
in 

Early Years Foundation Stage   

 
 
Assessment 
     

A cycle of ongoing assessment is an integral part of the learning and development  
process at KIS. Children are assessed across the seven areas of learning on entry 
to EYFS. This information is used to inform planning and to set individual targets. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Children are observed by staff on a daily basis. Observation notes are made  
relating to significant comments or achievements, staff also gather evidence to 
support  judgments by taking photographs and collecting work samples.  
 
Your child’s achievements will be recorded in their ‘Learning Journey’ portfolio. 
You will have access to your child’s Learning Journey at Parent-Teacher  
Conferences.  
 

Children usually begin working on phonics skills in the second term of Foundation 
1. They are assessed at the end of each phase in a one-to-one session with their 
teacher.  
 
The Framework for Early Years Foundation Stage stipulates the level of  
progress children are expected to have attained by the end of Foundation 2.  
This is defined by Early Learning Goals. Children are assessed against Early  
Learning Goals in the EYFS Profile, which is passed to the children's Year 1 teacher. 
 
Sharing Information With Parents: At KIS we value the role of parents in shaping 
the experiences we provide for students. Teachers consult with parents through 
regular informal discussions and at formal ‘Parent-Teacher Conferences’ in Terms 1 
and 2.  

 
You will also receive a written Mid-Term Progress Report in Term 2 and an 

End-of-Year Report in Term 3. 
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 Learning and Development  Expectations 
in 

Early Years Foundation Stage   

 
 
The Early Learning Goals  
 

The information below offers a guide to some of the knowledge, skills and  
understanding that most children are expected to have attained on  

completion of Early Years Foundation Stage. 
 
Literacy  
 
Reading: children read and understand simple sentences. They 
use phonic knowledge to decode regular words and read them 
aloud accurately. They also read some common irregular words. They  
demonstrate understanding when talking with others about what they have read.  
 
Writing: children use their phonic knowledge to write words in ways which match 
their spoken sounds. They also write some irregular common words. They write 
simple sentences which can be read by themselves and others. Some words are 
spelt correctly and others are phonetically plausible.  
 
Speaking: children express themselves effectively, showing awareness of  
listeners’ needs. They use past, present and future forms accurately when talking 
about events that have happened or are to happen in the future. They develop 
their own narratives and explanations by connecting ideas or events.  
 

  Mathematics  
    

  Numbers: children count reliably with numbers from 1 to 20,    
  place them in order and say which number is one more or one  
  less than a given number. Using quantities and objects, they   
  add and subtract two single-digit numbers and count on or  
  back to find the answer. They solve problems, including  
  doubling, halving and sharing.  
 

 
Shape, space and measures: children use everyday language to talk about size, 
weight, capacity, position, distance, time and money to compare quantities and  
objects and to solve problems. They recognise, create and describe patterns. They 
explore characteristics of everyday objects and shapes and use mathematical  
language to describe them.  
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Learning and Development  Expectations 
in 

Early Years Foundation Stage   

 
 
Understanding the world  
 

People and communities: children talk about past and present events in their 
own lives and in the lives of family members. They know that other children don’t 
always enjoy the same things, and are sensitive to this. They know about 
similarities and differences between themselves and others, and among  
communities and traditions.  
 
The world: children know about similarities and differences. They talk 
about the features of their immediate environment and how   
environments might vary from one another. They make observations 
of animals and plants and explain why some things occur.   
 
Technology: children recognise that a range of technology is used in 
places such as homes and schools. They select and use technology for particular 
purposes.  
 

Expressive arts and design  
 
Exploring and using media and materials: children sing songs, make music and 
dance, and experiment with ways of changing them. They safely use and explore a 
variety of materials, tools and techniques, experimenting with colour, design,  
texture, form and function.  
 
Being imaginative: children use what they have learnt about media and materials 
in original ways, thinking about uses and purposes. They represent their own  
ideas, thoughts and feelings through design and technology, art, music, dance, 
role-play and stories. 
 
Physical development  
 
Moving and handling: children show good control and co-ordination in large and 
small movements. They move confidently in a range of ways, safely negotiating 
space. They handle equipment and tools effectively, including pencils for writing.  
 
Health and self-care: children know the importance for good health of physical 
exercise, and a healthy diet, and talk about ways to keep healthy and safe. They 
manage their own basic hygiene and personal needs successfully. 
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  Early Years Foundation Stage   
 

General Information 

 
 

 
 
The School Week  
Your child will be given a school book bag when they join EYFS. They should bring 
their book bag to school everyday containing their reading book and their  
Home-School Diary. 

 
Your child’s class teacher will provide you with a class timetable 
showing when the class have their Library lesson. Children 

should bring their library book to school on ‘library day’. 
 
 
 

Foundation 1 and 2 have a weekly ICT lesson in the ICT  
suite. Children also have monitored access to computers in  
their classroom. All computer programs are carefully  
pre-selected by staff.  
 

 
Children in EYFS have a weekly music lesson with our            
specialist Music teacher in a dedicated and well resourced 
music room. 
   

 
 

Foundation 1 students have an introduction to Bahasa  
Malaysia through their topic work, this generally consists of 
singing traditional songs and learning key words and phrases. 
Children in Foundation 2 have a short Bahasa Malaysia 
lesson each week with our specialist BM teacher. 

     
 
Children in Foundation 2 have a weekly assembly with Primary 
students in the assembly hall. Foundation 1 students generally 
attend assemblies towards the end of the academic year. 

 
 

 
Foundation 2 prepare a short ‘Family Assembly’ for parents and   

families in Term 3.  

 

http://www.google.com.my/imgres?imgurl=http://rw-3.com/wp-content/uploads/2009/02/malaysia-flag.jpg&imgrefurl=http://rw-3.com/2009/10/malaysia-culture-tips/&h=334&w=500&sz=32&tbnid=wAktgjU37kw38M:&tbnh=87&tbnw=130&prev=/search%3Fq%3Dmalaysia%2Bflag%26tbm


Page 15 

 Early Years Foundation Stage   
 

General Information 

 
 

The School Day 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Late Arrivals 
Students that arrive after 7:50am should register at the school office, they should then 
be accompanied to the class by their parent or carer. 
 
Food and Drink 
At KIS we advocate healthy lifestyles. Your support in this would be greatly  
appreciated. Please ensure that your child’s snack and lunch contains healthy  
options — please do not send ‘fast food’ to school. All students should have a  
water bottle, these can be filled at the water fountains at school. 
 
Some parents choose to deliver a hot lunch for their child. There is a drop-off point for 
lunches in front of the school office. Children can bring their lunch each morning if you 
prefer. Snacks and lunches can be stored on the lunch rack in your child's class.  

Lunch may be pre-ordered from our outside caterer;  
order forms are available from the  school office. 

 Foundation 1 Foundation2 

7:30-7:50am Arrival at school 
 

Arrival at school 

7:50-8:00am Registration  Registration  

8:00-10:00am Learning Activities Learning Activities 

 
10:00-10:30am 

Snack at back benches and  
free play—  

outdoor classroom 

Snack at front benches and  
free play  -  

large Playground 

10:30-11:30am Learning Activities Learning Activities 

11:30-12:00pm Lunch  -  
(all F1 students are welcome to 

stay at school for lunch) 

Lunch 

12:00-12:30pm Free Play  
for students that  

remain at school for the  
afternoon session  

Free Play– Large Playground 

12:30-2:00pm Learning Activities 
(Session available for children 
who will have their 4th birthday 

before September) 

Learning Activities 
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  Early Years Foundation Stage   
 

General Information 

 
 
After School Supervision 
Foundation 2 finishes at 2:00pm. Children may attend Primary and Secondary 
Supervision (PASS) Club after school if they can not be collected at 2:00pm. 
Please note that PASS club finishes at 4:00pm Monday-Thursday and at 3:00pm 
on Friday. Please inform your child’s teacher or the school office if you would 
like your child to attend PASS Club on a given day. 
 
Collection of Students 
 
Children in EYFS must be collected from school by a named adult. Please inform 
staff if you your child will be collected by someone new.  
 
Extra Curricular Clubs  
 
KIS students can participate in our after school clubs programme from Year 1  
onwards. We know that the structured nature of after school club activities at the 
end of a school day is unsuitable for very young children. 
 
Absence from School and Medical Appointments 
 
Please inform the school office if your child will be absent from school on a given 
day. Help us to protect the welfare of all our students by keeping sick children 
away from school until they are healthy.   
 
If you wish to take your child out of school during term time, you should complete 
the ‘Request for Absence’ form in advance so that teachers can be informed. 
Where possible, medical appointments should be made outside of school hours. If 
it is necessary to collect your child during school hours, you can collect an ’Exit 
Pass’ from the school office. Please note that Students will not be permitted to 
leave the school  premises without an exit pass.  
 
Health and Well Being 
 
It is expected that children joining Foundation 1 are able to manage toileting with 
minimal support. We do understand that ‘accidents’ may happen occasionally. 
Please ensure that your child brings an extra set of underwear and shorts to 
school. Children are supported in washing their hands regularly throughout the 
school day. 
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  Early Years Foundation Stage   
 

General Information 

 
 
Uniform 
Students in EYFS should wear the uniform pictured below. 
           
                            EYFS Uniform                 PE Uniform 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It is also possible to purchase KIS swimwear. Most items are available from the school 
PTA uniform room, in the school hall.  

 
You will be informed of the ‘House’ you child has been placed in when you receive a 
letter of acceptance from the school. Your child’s PE shorts should be in their house 
colour. Information relating to the school House system is available on Page 19. 
 
You will receive a class timetable showing the time of PE lessons. Children should 
come to school dressed in their PE uniform and bring their school uniform in their bag, 
so that they can change after their lesson.  
 
Swimming  
Students in Foundation 2 have a swimming lesson each week. Please ensure that 
your child comes to school wearing their swim wear under their uniform, they should 
bring a bag containing a towel and underwear so that they can change after the  
lesson. Students will also need to bring slip-on shoes that they can wear to the pool. 

 
For safety reasons, we can not provide supervision for children that do not attend 
swimming. If your child is withdrawn from a swimming lesson, they should provide 

a note and join their class at school at 10:00am. 

Please note that white socks and 
white or black shoes should be worn. 

Students also wear a school cap 
while working or playing outdoors. 
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 Early Years Foundation Stage   
 

General Information 

 
 
Visits and Visitors 
 
Children in Foundation 1 do not have an excursion 
during terms one and two. They do however invite lots 
of visitors to their class to enhance their learning  
experience.  
 
Many EYFS parents volunteer to visit their child’s 
class to share information about cultural festivals and 
celebrations. Each year the children have a exciting 
visit from the Fire Department to support their topic ‘People that Help Us’.  
In Term 3, Foundation 1 make their first trip to the small swimming pool at Likas to 
support their transition to Foundation 2. 
 
Foundation 2 host a selection of visitors throughout the year, they also have a planned 
educational excursions. A more detailed overview of ‘visits and visitors’ in each year 
group is available on the school website.  

 
Pupil Expectations and Behaviour 

 
At KIS positive behaviour management, effective partnerships with parents and high 
expectations ensure safe and secure conditions during work and play.  

 
Children work with their teacher to develop a set of class rules at the beginning of the 
academic year, they also agree on appropriate ‘Rewards’ and ‘Consequences’. Once 
established, class rules are displayed clearly in all classrooms.  
 
Behaviour on the school playground is governed by the ‘Playground Agreement’, this 
was developed in consultation with the Primary Student Council and is reviewed  
regularly. 
 
Children are encouraged to make responsible choices for themselves and are praised 
and rewarded for doing so. We do understand that young children are in the process 
of learning about acceptable behaviour and will require guidance on occasion; there 
are systems in place throughout the school to ensure that discipline is managed in a 
clear and consistent manner. 
 

A full copy of the school’s Rewards and Consequences Chart is available on the school  
Website: www.kis.edu.my  
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 Early Years Foundation Stage   
 

General Information 

 
 
House System  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Students and Staff are placed in Gaya House, Sapi House or Sulug House upon      
joining the school. The House system is used to run sporting competitions, support 
charity projects and, in House Point competitions from Foundation 2 upward.  
 
Primary and Secondary House Captains are elected by the stu-
dents at the beginning of each academic year.  
 

In Foundation 2 students are introduced to the system by  
collecting House point ‘tokens’. House points may be awarded 
for a wide range of reasons: they may be awarded for work or 
effort, for helpfulness, or for being considerate. The student 
with the most House points at the end of the week will receive a small reward or prize.  
 

From Year One, students are awarded individual certificates when they have gained a  
certain number of House points. As detailed below; 
   Gold  120  House Points 
   Silver  80  House Points 
   Bronze 40   House Points 
                                        
                                     Principal’s Award  - 160 House Points 
 

Homework 
Students throughout the school receive homework. Homework is seen as an integral 
and essential part of the school’s academic programmes and consolidates and        
extends the work of the classroom.  
 
In Foundation 1 it is expected that children will share and discuss their reading book 
with an adult at home. In addition, students in Foundation 2 usually have a short  
optional Phonics or Mathematics activity to complete with parental support. 
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 Early Years Foundation Stage   
 

General Information 

 
 
Birthdays  
 
In EYFS we use birthdays as an opportunity to explore celebrations and to learn more 
about the months of the year. 
 
Some parents like to send a cake to school so that children can celebrate their  
birthday with their class mates at break time. Please speak to you child’s teacher if 
you would like to arrange a small birthday treat. 
 

Class Parties 
 
Some teachers arrange a small class celebration at the end of a term. As well as  
rewarding student’s efforts and work, class parties provide a useful opportunity for   
children to interact with each other in a more social context. A ‘Party List’ will be  
displayed outside of your child’s class room so that you can contribute a food item or a 
game. 
 
Parent Contact Details        
 
It is extremely important that the school holds reliable contact details for parents. The 
school office should be notified of any changes to your contact information. 
 
Medication   
 
The school’s policy is that we do not issue any form of medication. If a student is hurt 
or feels unwell they will be assessed by one of the school’s qualified first aid staff. If 
deemed necessary, parents will be contacted and asked to take the student home  
and/or to a doctor.  
 
However, we recognise that students are sometimes put on courses of antibiotics or 
certain other prescription drugs and that these need to continue when the student is 
otherwise well enough to attend school.  
 
In these rare cases, parents are asked to pass the medication, in the container in 
which it was issued, to the class teacher, with a covering note explaining clearly what 
the medication is for, when it should be taken and the dosage.  

 
If it is necessary to send medication to school, please ensure that you have  
completed the Medication Consent form, which is held by the school office. 
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 Early Years Foundation Stage   
 

General Information 

 
 

Transition Support 
 
First Steps to Foundation Class 1:  
Many children that join Foundation 1, do so after                               
attending our First Steps Programme. To support children in 
making the transition, our Foundation 1 teacher will visit the 
First Steps classroom. Students are then welcome to make   
arranged visits to the Foundation 1 classroom with their parent (s).  
 
Foundation 1 to Foundation 2: 
Due to the organisation of EYFS, children in Foundation 1 will become familiar  
with Foundation 2 staff and the Foundation 2 class room. To further support  
children in making this transition, we arrange for the class to go swimming in Term 
3. This is a fun trip which prepares the children for the physical journey to the pool 
and provides an opportunity for children to formally meet the school swimming 
coach. Children new to Foundation 2 will be assigned an older ‘Playground Buddy’  
to guide them whilst they become confident on the larger school playground. 
 
Foundation 2 to Primary (Year 1): 
Children in Foundation 2 visit their Year 1 class teacher and classroom as part of 
Primary Transition Day in Term 3. Prior to their visit students work on an ‘All About 
Me’ project that they can share with their new teacher.  
 
Parent Teacher Association & Class Parent Representative   
 

 
The PTA, which was formed in January 2000, is very active and 
organises numerous social and fund raising events. The PTA also 
handles the selling of school uniforms.  
 
Each class has a Parent Representative, responsible for liaising 

with teachers and class parents when required. Parent ‘Reps’ also   
arrange coffee mornings and other social events so that parents can get 
to know each other.  
 
Your child’s teacher will introduce you to the class parent representative if 
you join the KIS community during a school year. 
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 Early Years Foundation Stage   
 

General Information 

 
 

Parental Support  
 
At KIS we value effective relationships with parents. In addition to topic talks in term 
one and termly Parent-Teacher conferences, EYFS Staff deliver ‘Parent Information 
Workshops’ in term two and term three. Workshops typically provide more detailed 
information about an area of the curriculum such as phonics or mathematics, and  
provide useful resources that can be used at home. 
 
The school also welcomes parent volunteers; please speak to your PTA  
representative for more information. 
 
Find Out More 
 
If you are interested in finding out more about KIS, you can explore the school  
website at: www.kis.edu.my 
 
As a parent you will also receive a weekly newsletter, highlighting recent  
educational activities and achievements, and providing useful updates.    
 
An annual school magazine is produced and distributed in Term 3. Copies of past  
magazines can be found in the school office. 
 
Contact Information 
 
Postal Address: 
 
Kinabalu International School 
P.O Box 12080, 88822 Kota Kinabalu, Sabah, Malaysia,  
Off Jalan Khidmat,  
Bukit Padang 
 
Telephone 
+60 88 224526 / 248097 / 245325 
 
Facsimile 
+60 88 244203  
 
Email 
kismy@streamyx.com 
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 Early Years Foundation Stage   
 

General Information 

 
 

Administration  
Mr Stuart McLay - Principal 

principal@kis.edu.my 
 

Mrs Roisin Pearson - Head of Primary  
roisinpearson@kis.edu.my 

 
Mr Kevin Davies - Head of Secondary 

kevindavies@kis.edu.my 
 

Mrs Margaret Renshaw - Head of Sixth Form 
sixthform@kis.edu.my 

 
Ms Elis Ho - Office Manager 
officemanager@kis.edu.my 

 
Ms Rachel Chong - Admissions Officer 

admissions@kis.edu.my 
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Early Years Foundation Stage   
 
Student Information 

 
 
 

When you arrive at school your new teacher will show you to your peg, this is 
where you can put your bag. 
 

      
You can put your snack, lunch and water bottle in the tray. 
 
     
 Now you are ready to choose an     
 activity.  
 
 

 
  You might want to play  
  with the cars, bikes or  
  scooters outside! 
 

   
  

  When you hear the school bell, it is time to sit on the  
  carpet. Your teacher will explain more about your activities  
  for the day. 
 
   
 

At break time, you will eat your snack. When you have 
finished, you can have ’free’ playtime. If you are a little 
worried, you can have a special helper to show you 
around. 
 

 
We have lots of equipment to play with;  

our ‘Playground Buddies’ can help you to set up a game if you like!  
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After break we go back to class to learn lots of new    
things! 

 
 Another bell will ring to tell us that it is    
 nearly lunchtime. If you go home at lunch    
 time, your teacher will help you to get your things ready. If you  
 stay for lunch, you will eat at the benches in the outdoor class  
 room.    
 
 

           
If you stay for the afternoon session, you will have free 
play after you have eaten your lunch. After that you will 
go back to class. You might decide to paint a picture of 
your new friends or  maybe play with the sand and water! 
 

 
     Your teacher will tell you when it is nearly time to      
     go home. You will gather your things and wait 
     for the person that collects you. If you are in     
     Foundation 2, you might go to PASS club after school.  
 

 
 
 
We are sure that you will have lots of fun in your new 
class. Children at KIS are very kind and helpful, so 
you’ll quickly make new friends! 

 
 

 
Remember, if you think we can make our school better, you can pass 

your idea to your Student Council Representative! 

Early Years Foundation Stage   
 
Student Information 
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School Mission Statement  

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

KINABALU INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL 
MISSION STATEMENT 

 
 

“At Kinabalu International School  
we are dedicated to providing an excellent  

education in a  
caring, respectful environment, challenging  

students to achieve their full  
potential as successful world citizens.” 



 

  
Council of  International Schools (CIS) 

 
 

 
KIS is accredited by the Council of International  

                            Schools. 
 

             The Council of International Schools is one of     
        the foremost school accrediting bodies in the world.  

   
                          Following an eighteen month self-study and a visit  
    by a team of highly experienced educators from  
    around the region, KIS was awarded full accreditation  
    by the Council of International Schools in May 2011.  
 
    KIS is now one of just over 350 schools worldwide to 
    have been granted this status. 
 
                             Further information on CIS can be viewed at www.cois.org  
 
 

CIS Visiting Team Commendations 2012 
 
    

The staff for their very positive relationships with students.  
 

The staff for their vibrant classrooms. 
 

The staff for the comprehensive documentation of curriculum and     
       the review cycle in place. 
 

The Primary classroom teachers for using a variety of teaching  
       methodologies. 
 

The collaborative relationship that exists between English as a Second 
Language teachers  and the teachers of English. 

 
The School for providing a range of extra-curricular activities,  

      formal and informal opportunities to support the personal and  
      social development of the students at KIS. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Federation of British International Schools in South East Asia & East Asia 
(FOBISSEA) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

KIS is a founding member of FOBISSEA. 
 

FOBISSEA is an organisation that aims to establish links between international 
schools. There are regular conferences for the Principals of the member schools 
and ‘In-Service Training’ for teachers ensures that staff at member schools stay 

abreast of current educational developments.  
 

In addition to providing support for school staff, FOBISSEA runs annual sports 
competitions for students, which KIS attends.  

Students also have the opportunity to attend Music Camps, Drama Festivals and 
Mathematics competitions in the region. 

 
Further information on FOBISSEA can be viewed at www.fobissea.org.  

 
    
 


